At Christ Church Grammar School in Perth,

James Breen reckons he had no idea what he
wanted to do.

After Year 12, he studied for a social science

degree majoring in politics at Curtain, with the
idea that he’d transfer into a psychology degree
once he obtained the necessary entrance level.

In the meantime, he became involved in Perth’s
professional wrestling circuit. James was ‘planted’
in the audience as an obsessive fan of one of the
wrestlers, a fan who would Jump out and interfere
in bouts. From obsessive fan, James took on the
identity of pro-wrestler Jamie Jurah.

Where he was pretty half-hearted at uni, he

loved wrestling because it was an athletic outlet,
and he also was fascinated by the elements of
performance and telling stories. Then it was off for
nine months in wrestling schools in Canada and
the US. James came back to Australia with a great
experience under his belt, but new ideas.

He realised that wrestling as a career probably
wasn’t his goal, but he knew that the elements of
story-telling were right up his alley. So it was back
to Curtain, this time to study a graduate diploma
in film and television. But he’d Just missed out on
the enrolment date.

Not to be discouraged, James worked hard for a
year and saved up enough money to pay his course
fees. The aim: a debt-free education.
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America, James took on café work to pay the bills.
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