
“I’m not exactly a planning type of person actually,” says 

Sarah. “At school, my choice of subjects and extracurricular 

activities were based on doing what I enjoy. I like to be busy, 

so I would get involved in as much as I could, from sports 

and parties to charity door-knock appeals.”

The big decision came for Sarah immediately after 

finishing school: what to study?

“For me this was basically a trial-and-error kind of 

process, although the initial trial wasn’t too far from 

hitting the mark.”

Sarah did one year of a mathematical science/physics 

degree at Central Queensland University before 

transferring to a bachelor degree in physics in the 

honours program at Queensland Uni of Technology. 

Then, after finishing her honours year, she had 

another big decision to make.

“I decided to take a year off from study, and spent a 

semester teaching at CQU to save up enough money 

to spend six months in Europe.”

Sarah returned to Australia, moving down to 

Canberra to the Australian National University. 

“Then I applied for the Fulbright Scholarship 

to undertake a part of my PhD in a laboratory 

in the US. And now here I am – at the National 

Institute of Standards and Technology in 

Maryland.”

Sarah reckons there are great things about 

being on the Fulbright in the US.

“The best thing is meeting new people, 

and experiencing a part of the world that 

I’ve never been in before. In addition to 

the academic ‘broadening of my horizons’ 

that comes with being in another lab 

and working with a different group of 

researchers, I also enjoy just being here and 

getting a feel for how everyday life is in 

another part of the world.

She reckons the only bad thing will 

be riding her bike to work when winter 

sets in!

Work experiences in career area
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Sarah’s key career steps

��JWij[i�]
[d[hWb�iY

_[dY[�Wj�k
d_�X[\eh[

�jhWdi\[hh
_d]�je�f^

oi_Yi$

��IjkZ_[Z
�j^[d�we

ha[Z�WdZ�
jhWl[bb[Z�

je�h[Y^Wh
][�XWjj[h

_[i$

���JhWl[bb_
d]�^[bf[Z

�h[\eYki�^
[h�ijkZ_[i

�WdZ�i^[�
ki[i�kd_�

WdZ�fhWY
j_YWb�

[nf[h_[dY
[�je�]hWX

�fh[ij_]_e
ki�<kbXh_]

^j�iY^ebW
hi^_f�WdZ

�]e[i�je�j
^[�KI$

Fulbright

J^[�7kijh
Wb_Wd#7c

[h_YWd�<k
bXh_]^j�9e

cc_ii_ed
�fhecej[

i�

WdZ�ikff
ehji�[ZkY

Wj_edWb�W
dZ�Ykbjkh

Wb�[nY^Wd
][�X[jw[

[d�

7kijhWb_W
�WdZ�7c[

h_YW$�

��www$\k
bXh_]^j$Ye

c$Wk

fully bright
fully brightFulbright is

Fulbright is

�������������������	
���
����

s
t

u
d

y
 

y
o

u
r

 
s

t
u

d
y

 
o

p
t

i
o

n
s

53


